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A Message from Supt. Bolandi
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I hope this newsletter finds everyone safe and 
well. We are in the process of developing our 
reopening plan and strengthening our remote 
learning platform. The last few months we spent 
most of our time talking about the pandemic and 
remote learning.

Also during this time, the teachers have been 
working diligently with Dr. Evans on various 
committees, from scheduling to curriculum 
changes.  These address the concerns that the 
Board of Education and Parents had as related to 
our Academic Program. Both schools have 
scheduling improvements, too, recommended by 
staff, to allow for larger blocks of time for student 
learning.

I would be remiss if I didn’t take this 
opportunity to inform parents of the remarkable 
job the teachers did over the last few months, not 
only navigating the uncharted waters of remote 
learning, but developing curriculum and programs 

that will be the future of academic success for all 
students in our district. This newsletter is a 
reflection of many of the projects pursued this 
summer.

As I leave the district I am extremely proud of 
the work that the staff has performed this year in 
improving instruction, planning for student 
engagement and creating academic rigor. I am 
sure that the Board of Education, our new 
Superintendent, Kevin McPeek, and the staff will 
guide our students through a successful school 
year. I pray we get back to normal someday.  It has 
been an honor to work with the staff and serve 
your children.
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New & Exciting LA 
Program Changes for 

Grades 7 & 8 
By Mrs. Michele Petrie

We are excited to announce 
that for this upcoming school year, 
the 7th and 8th grade teams will be 
utilizing NEW programs to foster 
each student’s literacy skills.  For 
reading instruction, we will be using 
components of the Collaborative 
Literacy program. The Collaborative 
Literacy lessons will help our 

classes become a community of 
learners as they foster both social 
and academic development. The 
“Making Meaning” component of 
the program will help students build 
their reading comprehension by 
analyzing engaging read alouds 
which will serve as mentor texts.  
Students will learn key 
comprehension strategies including 
analyzing text structure, making 
inferences, determining important 
ideas and summarizing, and 
synthesizing.  In addition, students 
will have the opportunity to apply 
the strategies learned through 
Individualized Daily Reading (IDR).  
Students will also participate in 
book clubs in which they will further 
analyze and discuss a text with their 
peers. 

 Students will also build upon 
their writing skills by hearing and 
discussing examples of strong 
writing in a variety of genres.  A 
Writer’s Notebook will be used as a 
tool for brainstorming ideas as well 
as experimenting with language.  
During Writer’s Workshop, students 
will follow the steps of the writing 

process to take an idea from a first 
draft to a final published piece. 
Furthermore, students will 
participate in interactive 
mini-lessons to improve their 
grammar, usage, and mechanics 
skills.  For more information 
regarding the Collaborative Literacy 
program, please visit the following 
website: Collaborative Literacy 
Program

In addition, students will 
utilize the Membean program to 
expand their vocabularies. 
Vocabulary development is an 
essential skill for both reading 
comprehension and effective 
writing.  The Membean program is 
individualized and allows students 
to explore the meanings of new 
words in a variety of ways.  For 
more information regarding the 
Membean program, please visit the 
following website: Membean

We are looking forward to 
seeing all of our students and 
reuniting our learning community!  
Here’s to a wonderful year ahead full 
of exciting changes!  

K-6 Literacy Changes
By Mrs. Ursula Accumanno

The ATSD has chosen a new literacy program for grades K through 6 
called Collaborative Literacy, offered through the non-profit, Center for 
the Collaborative Classroom. This program is research-based and uses 
best practices and strategies to develop independence and have 
authentic reading and writing experiences . After piloting the program in 
the 2019-20 school year, Alexandria teachers overwhelmingly chose to 
move ahead and adopt the program. This summer, teachers attended 
several days of training, including  a 2-day national Zoom conference to 
learn how to deliver the program.

The program consists of three modules Being a Reader, Making Meaning, 
and Being a Writer, which are taught during the traditional Language Arts 
block.  In addition to teaching the core competencies, the program 
encompasses social-emotional learning and addresses the needs of the 
whole child. This is so important, especially in this coming school year 
with so many unknowns. The program offers flexible options to 
accommodate both in-person and virtual environments as well as online 
support for teachers. We are enthusiastic about bringing this program to 
Alexandria Township. 
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https://www.collaborativeclassroom.org/programs/collaborative-literacy/
https://www.collaborativeclassroom.org/programs/collaborative-literacy/
https://membean.com/


ATSD Summer News - page

MindPlay
By Dr. Garth Ferrante

 
Answering the question, 

"What is MindPlay?" is an 
unpacking of all that's most 
important in understanding 
literacy. Briefly, it's an adaptive 
program that has the capability to 
bring students up one whole grade 
level of reading for every twenty 
hours invested into it. It comes 
from the mind of a dyslexic mother 
who was trying her help her 
dyslexic son, and has been vetted 
by decades of both research and 
practice. And, as technology has 
evolved, so has the sophistication 
and ability of the program to help 
struggling readers. (For the record, 
though, any reader can experience 
reading gains when genuinely 
interacting with the program.)

For the 2019-2020 school 
year, all students in grades 2-7 
were able to use MindPlay and the 
data shows that over 70% of them 
experienced reading gains. 
MindPlay became even more 
useful during the months of 
remote instruction, and our plans 
are to use it in a more targeted way 
to help struggling readers gain 
confidence through improved 
reading skill. This is part of our 
plan to grow lifelong readers 

of our students so that they can 
continue to be successful in both 
academics and life. 
 
For further information, please 
refer to the following slideshow 
that was used during June’s 
presentation of MindPlay to 
parents: shorturl.at/afiuB 

Cursive Handwriting
By Miss Evans

For the 2020-2021 school year, our 
district will be implementing the 
Zaner-Bloser Handwriting program 
to teach cursive writing. Students 
will  begin in the spring of 2nd 
grade and continue through 3rd 
grade.  Fourth grade teachers will 
provide a review.  In the digital age, 
schools have started to veer away 
from handwriting in all its forms in 
favor of technology. But research 
proves it is a key foundational skill 
for literacy development. Brain 
activity is significantly increased 
when handwriting than passively 
looking at letters and typing on a 
keyboard. Forming letters activates 
the language area of the brain and 
creates strong neural pathways. 
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Some key points regarding the 
importance of handwriting:
● Those who learned 

handwriting early have 
strong fine motor skills and 
get better grades in both 
Reading & Math.

● Fluent cursive consistently 
predicts more skillful 
composing and better 
spelling at grades 4-7.

● Research results show that 
fluency in handwriting is 
strongly related to the 
quality and quantity of 
students’ complex written 
texts as late as grade 8.

● People who take 
handwritten notes process 
information better than 
those who type notes on a 
laptop.

Explicit handwriting instruction is 
an important component in 
building literacy skills and is a 
strong indicator of future success 
for all students. The summer 
language arts committee reviewed 
current practices in teaching 
handwriting and recommended 
ways to strengthen the teaching 
and use of cursive handwriting. 
Students will receive explicit 
instruction in just 15 minutes a 
day. They will continue their 
practice integrating it into all their 
core subjects, allowing them to 
master the skill of reading and 
writing cursive. Handwriters will 
receive additional practice through 
homework assignments. They can 
scan QR codes embedded in the 
lessons, located in their Student 
Workbooks, to watch animated 
letter models for practice at home. 
Zaner-Bloser Handwriting will 
create opportunities for our 
students to shine as writers, 
composers, and thinkers.

http://shorturl.at/afiuB
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Summer Math Committee
By Mrs. Savacool 

The teachers from K-5 have been busy working on the 
math curriculum this summer. We began our task with a 
conversation about fluency and math facts. In the past, there 
was a push for children to memorize their math facts. Some 
children did this with ease while others developed math anxiety 
and a dislike for the subject. What if you could learn your facts 
without memorization but by developing number sense? Sounds 
interesting, right? Jo Boaler, a leader in math education, 
published the article Fluency Without Fear. The article looks at 
how we can help develop a deeper understanding of math with 
activities that help to develop number facts and number sense. 
The school is providing the teachers with several of Jo Boaler’s 
books for summer reading. In addition to discussions on math in 
the classroom, we looked at the scope and sequence of the 
curriculum at each grade level. We eagerly dove in and worked 
on laying out each grade level’s units, topics, and lessons being 
taught. 
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Over the summer, students can continue to strengthen their math 
skills! Click the links for more information. 

❏ IXL program. If you have any questions on how you can utilize the program, 
read this pamphlet Family Guide for Getting Started.

❏ Play math games in the car! 🚗
❏ Read a book to help foster a love of math! See this list of 40 Children’s Books 

that involve math! 📚
❏ Point out math in real life! Go for a walk and look for examples of math. 

Maybe it will be parallel lines on your siding or a geometric design on your 
patio. 

❏ Make math active! Draw a number line in chalk and have your child walk or 
skip out different problems. You can create geometric shapes and designs.

❏ Show your children how you use math in your life whether it is at home or at 
work. When you are at the gas station, challenge them to guess how many 
gallons of gas it will take to fill the car. Show them how you calculate the tip 
on a bill the next time you are out to eat. Explain how coupons and discounts 
work. Help them to understand how math is a part of your life and a part of 
theirs.

https://www.youcubed.org/evidence/fluency-without-fear/
https://www.ixl.com/inspiration/family-guide.pdf
https://www.scholastic.com/parents/school-success/learning-toolkit-blog/6-math-games-to-play-go.html
https://dreme.stanford.edu/news/children-s-books-foster-love-math
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Enrichment and 
Select Enrichment

By Mr. Hoyda

We have had a busy first 
half of the summer planning and 
fine-tuning our enrichment 
opportunities for our students. 

Enrichment

All students in grades 5 - 8 
will have a 6 week Enrichment 
cycle class as part of the specials 
program. Each Enrichment Class 
will focus on a main concept or 
activity and be hands-on and 
project based. Some of the 
activities the students will have a 
chance to experience are Chess, 
Prodigy, Pinewood Derby, Escape 
Rooms, and Rockets. Each of these 
activities offer learning 
experiences that will challenge our 
students to use a variety of 
problem solving strategies that 
involve critical thinking, 
collaboration, creativity, 
exploration, and reflection. 

Select Enrichment

Each Select Enrichment 
class will focus on a number of 
different topics throughout the 
year. A new topic that will be added 
to the curriculum this year will be 
the Trout In the Classroom (TIC) 
program. We will be receiving 
between 200-300 trout eggs from 
the Pequest Trout Hatchery in the 
fall and plan on releasing them into 
the local watersheds in the spring. 
This will also be in addition to 
some of our other activities such 
as the Stock Market Game, Egg 
Drop Challenge, and Word Masters 
to name a few.

I am very excited for the new 
school year to begin. Enjoy the rest 
of your summer and stay safe!!

What’s New in the 
Library and Media 
Literacy Program

By Ms. Gale

Today, it is possible for 
anyone to create digital content. 
It's important for our students to 
understand how to sort through the 
digital "noise," navigating their way 
toward becoming empathic 
citizens in today's world. Our 
district supports this goal by 
encouraging project based learning 
through media literacy classes. 
Students in grades 5-8 will explore 
media literacy during daily six-week 
cycle classes. Students in K-4 will 
have weekly media literacy and 
library time throughout the school 
year. The district also strives to 
bring literature to students through 
diverse print and digital content. 
Your students will have access to 
these materials both during and 
outside of class time, encouraging 
them to become lifelong readers 
with a thirst for learning!

Developing Design 
Thinkers

By Ms. Grossmann

In this day and age, it is 
imperative that our students learn 
how to use technology as a tool 
toward a greater purpose, 
harnessing its power to develop 
new systems and solutions for 
a range of real-world problems. As 
in the past, students will be 
exposed to various computer 
programs and applications in 
technology class, including word 
processors, spreadsheet software, 
and presentation software. 
However, there will be a greater 
emphasis on using design thinking 
and a variety of tools to explore 
coding concepts and develop 
solutions to everyday problems. In 
addition to using computers at 
LDW and laptops at AMS, students 
will have the opportunity to build 
prototypes during “unplugged” 
activities and work with various 
robots and coding platforms to 
design and test their own 
programs. AMS students will also 
have the opportunity to use online 
CAD programs to design items for 
3D printing. I am looking forward to 
seeing these exciting revisions to 
the technology program come to 
life! Stay safe and enjoy the rest of 
your summer. We’ll all be together 
soon!
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Dance Joins PE at AMS
By Coach S

This upcoming school year 
the PE department would like to 
introduce our newest unit, Body 
Movement Education! This unit is 
going to encompass a range of 
lessons and activities in which 
students will learn movement in 
the context of relationship, space, 
effort, and whole-body actions. 
Meaning that these activities will 
encompass a range of body 
movements which will consist of 
body performance as a fixed base 
of support, travel actions across 
different elements, and 
manipulative actions with others or 
equipment. These skills are 
essential building blocks in all 
forms of the learner's natural 
movements, but also its allowance 
for learners to make decisions to 

be successful, opportunities for 
self-direction, reducing the chance 
for injury, and its enhancement of 
students' ability to learn on their 
own.

This unit will be divided into 
three very different exciting 
sections for students to look 
forward to! First will be a 
gymnastics section in which 
students will learn ways to balance, 
rotate, and develop travel actions 
with their bodies. Second students 
will then learn to manipulate jump 
ropes through different tricks, team 
tricks and even learning how 
others jump rope in different 
countries! And lastly, students will 
learn different types of rhythmic 
movements through aerobic dance, 
cardio sticks/drumming and 
agility. This section will also 
include learning dance moves and 
specific dances such a line, folk, 
social, group and 

world dance. Moreover, students 
will also be given the opportunity 
to create and perform their very 
own original works of movement in 
each section!

So why not give it a try! 
Here are two exciting activities you 
can try now at home!!

4th and 5th Grade Body 
Movement:
Spin it dance

 
6th, 7th, 8th Grade Body 

Movement:
Dance it out!

Healthy Summer 2020
By Coach S

Staying physically active helps to promote strong healthy bodies inside and out! 
Physically active bodies help to build a strong immune system, muscles, bones 
and create healthy habits that will last for life! Just as important, physical activity 
helps with mental health as well. Those that stay active have a positive 
self-imagine, greater self-esteem, and reduced stress.The advantages are 
endless.  So, are you looking for ways to stay active over the summer? Here is a 
quick list:
 

1.)   Try looking up all the parks and state parks in Hunterdon County!
2.)   Create original family -made activities or games at home!
3.)   Try a fun way to track the amount of fitness done at home by each 

family member!
4.)   Try a new activity or sport at home that you have never done before!
5.)   Find creative ways to do chores!

 
The possibilities are endless! Just 30 minutes a day could do so much for your 
body! To the right,  I have provided some great resources to get you going! Keep 
up the good work and remember to keep moving!

Grades 4 & 5
Healthy Summer 

2020!

Grades 6, 7, & 8
Healthy Summer 

2020! 

https://sites.google.com/alexandriaschools.org/coach-s-pe-dance-unit/home
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Bt00uojmjq3IsQFRD32B0injyzJp1sKdD9F0oTfvN9o/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/15M9ppMy3yuOxoia9h2qaiQ8WQ7-0yl-S_n0sLGU6nCc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/15M9ppMy3yuOxoia9h2qaiQ8WQ7-0yl-S_n0sLGU6nCc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1aZnv4ZnUelkwDPBZBqEINkEaXIoa8u4vFEbcjYhGDhU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1aZnv4ZnUelkwDPBZBqEINkEaXIoa8u4vFEbcjYhGDhU/edit?usp=sharing
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AMS: New Schedule and Teams 
By Mrs. Sousa

It sure has been a productive summer for a lot of the 
staff at AMS. You might say we’re a lot like Snow 
White’s dwarves whistling while we work to get ready 
for the students to return in the fall. One of the tasks a 
team of teachers conquered was devising a new 
schedule for the school. Some highlights include the 
following:

● LA classes – 100 minutes
● Science, Social Studies and Math – 50 minutes
● Rotating specials with no majors or minors
● Spanish for grades 4-8
● PE and Spanish on a rotating basis
● Lunch - 30 minutes for all grade levels and additional tables will be available for seating
● Independent Learning Time (ILT) for grades 5-8 with IXL and other tools to extend learning in Math, 

Science, Social Studies, and Spanish as well as individualized music lessons, book check out, guidance 
counselor check-ins, and more

● Core classes broken up – no more long stretches in the afternoon
● Hallways will be less crowded during passing time as Teams are on different schedules

We are really excited to announce we are returning to the full concept of Teams as each grade level will have 
their own Team of teachers. Team 8 is back!!

We are very excited to roll out the new schedule and welcome everyone back in September. Enjoy the rest of your 
summer and take some time to sit back, pick up a book, and READ for fun!!!

Spanish in Grades 4-8
By Mr. Moore

Saludos a todas las familias de mis 
estudiantes de español de AMS! The Spanish 
program at AMS will have a new look this year. I 
am looking forward to a successful and fun school 
year teaching all the students in grades 4-8 with all 
students improving their proficiency in Spanish.

The focus of the class is on using the Spanish 
language to exchange authentic, real-life 
information and ideas, and learning the functional 
grammar and vocabulary to accomplish this. We 
will realize this focus through the four traditional 
skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing, as 
well as include exposure to the many fascinating 
places, people and cultures in the world where 
Spanish is spoken. Excellent internet-based 
learning programs such as Rockalingua, 
Duolingo, and iXL will be used, and students will 
also be able to work on projects and activities 
that connect to their individual interests and 
abilities. As they move forward to DelVal High 
School and beyond, we strive to ensure that the 
students always remember that their journey 
began at Alexandria Middle School. Hasta pronto!
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STEAM 
Books for 

Bored Kids

Family 
Read 

Alouds

Top Ten 
Best 

Graphic 
Novels

Sports 
Reading 

List

War & 
Military 
Reading 

List

Horror 
Reading 

List

Action & 
Adventure 
Reading 

List

The National Education 
Association’s Read Across America 
Website has plenty of fantastic 
summer reading resources. Check 
out articles such as “The Importance 
of Summer Reading” and the many 
book lists they have available for you 
to explore!

https://www.dvrhs.org/domain/326
https://www.dvrhs.org/domain/326
https://www.dvrhs.org/cms/lib/NJ01001243/Centricity/Domain/326/STEAM%20books%20list%202020.pdf
https://www.dvrhs.org/cms/lib/NJ01001243/Centricity/Domain/326/STEAM%20books%20list%202020.pdf
https://www.dvrhs.org/cms/lib/NJ01001243/Centricity/Domain/326/STEAM%20books%20list%202020.pdf
https://www.dvrhs.org/cms/lib/NJ01001243/Centricity/Domain/326/Family%20Read%20Alouds%202020.pdf
https://www.dvrhs.org/cms/lib/NJ01001243/Centricity/Domain/326/Family%20Read%20Alouds%202020.pdf
https://www.dvrhs.org/cms/lib/NJ01001243/Centricity/Domain/326/Family%20Read%20Alouds%202020.pdf
https://www.dvrhs.org/cms/lib/NJ01001243/Centricity/Domain/326/Best%20graphic%20novels.pdf
https://www.dvrhs.org/cms/lib/NJ01001243/Centricity/Domain/326/Best%20graphic%20novels.pdf
https://www.dvrhs.org/cms/lib/NJ01001243/Centricity/Domain/326/Best%20graphic%20novels.pdf
https://www.dvrhs.org/cms/lib/NJ01001243/Centricity/Domain/326/Best%20graphic%20novels.pdf
https://www.dvrhs.org/cms/lib/NJ01001243/Centricity/Domain/326/Sports%20reading%20list%202020.pdf
https://www.dvrhs.org/cms/lib/NJ01001243/Centricity/Domain/326/Sports%20reading%20list%202020.pdf
https://www.dvrhs.org/cms/lib/NJ01001243/Centricity/Domain/326/Sports%20reading%20list%202020.pdf
https://www.dvrhs.org/cms/lib/NJ01001243/Centricity/Domain/326/War%20and%20Military%20reading%20list%202020.pdf
https://www.dvrhs.org/cms/lib/NJ01001243/Centricity/Domain/326/War%20and%20Military%20reading%20list%202020.pdf
https://www.dvrhs.org/cms/lib/NJ01001243/Centricity/Domain/326/War%20and%20Military%20reading%20list%202020.pdf
https://www.dvrhs.org/cms/lib/NJ01001243/Centricity/Domain/326/War%20and%20Military%20reading%20list%202020.pdf
https://www.dvrhs.org/cms/lib/NJ01001243/Centricity/Domain/326/Horror%20reading%20list%202020.pdf
https://www.dvrhs.org/cms/lib/NJ01001243/Centricity/Domain/326/Horror%20reading%20list%202020.pdf
https://www.dvrhs.org/cms/lib/NJ01001243/Centricity/Domain/326/Horror%20reading%20list%202020.pdf
https://www.dvrhs.org/cms/lib/NJ01001243/Centricity/Domain/326/Action%20and%20Adventure%20reading%20list%202020.pdf
https://www.dvrhs.org/cms/lib/NJ01001243/Centricity/Domain/326/Action%20and%20Adventure%20reading%20list%202020.pdf
https://www.dvrhs.org/cms/lib/NJ01001243/Centricity/Domain/326/Action%20and%20Adventure%20reading%20list%202020.pdf
https://www.dvrhs.org/cms/lib/NJ01001243/Centricity/Domain/326/Action%20and%20Adventure%20reading%20list%202020.pdf
https://www.readacrossamerica.org/kids-summer-reading-list/
https://www.readacrossamerica.org/kids-summer-reading-list/
https://www.readacrossamerica.org/kids-summer-reading-list/
http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/libdev/summer/research.htm#importance
http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/libdev/summer/research.htm#importance

